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March  k,  1955 
Letter  No.  6^k 

Dear  Farm  Director: 

As  Under  Secretary  True  Morse  pointed  out  this  week,  this  country' 
experience  with  drought  during  the  past  three  years  has  demonstrated  that 
most  farmers  do  not  have  enough  pasture  and  hay  reserve  to  protect  their 
livestock  operations.     He  urged  farmers  who  are  diverting  land  from  grow- 
ing wheat,  cotton,  corn,  tobacco,  rice,  and  peanuts  to  give  special 
attention  to  hay,  pasture  and  forage  crops.     He  reminded  farmers  that  the 
threat  of  drought  is  still  with  us  now  in  1955,  and  that  diverting  any 
land  taken  out  of  production  of  the  acreage  allotment  crops  to  soil- 
conserving  crops  is  likely  to  prove  not  only  to  their  "best  immediate 
advantage  "but  best  for  the  country  in  general  in  the  long  run. 

Secretary  Morse  said  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  will 
share  the  cost  of  seeking  to  increase  the  acreage  of  scd  crops.  Also 
that  program  will  share  the  cost  with  eligible  farmers  of  seeding  land 
to  keep  it  under  temporary  cover  this  year,  and  also  the  cost  of  stubble 
mulching  of  land  that  needs  temporary  protection  from  wind  and  water. 
Moving  earth  for  terracing,  and  building  erosion-control  dams  are  other 
approved  practices  included  in  that  program.    And  farmers  who  want  to 
take  their  land  out  of  cultivation  on  a  more  permanent  basis,  can  get 
part  of  the  cost  for  planting  trees  for  woods  or  windbreaks.    The  cost- 
sharing  usually  amounts  to  about  half  the  cost  of  carrying  out  the 
conservation  practices. 

March  18  the  U.S.  Crop  Reporting  Board  will  report  farmers '  early  spring 
plans  for  planting  corn,  oats,  barley,  flaxseed,  rice,  sorghums,  potatoes, 
sweet  potatoes,  tobacco,  beans,  peas,  soybeans,  peanuts,  bay,  and  sugar 
beets.     The  purpose  of  that  report  will  be  to  help  growers  generally  make 
any  changes  in  their  acreage  plans  that  may  seem  desirable  in  light  of  the 
report  itself.     It  is  an  interpretation  of  reports  from  farmers  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  based  on  how  the  planting  intentions  have  compared 
with  the  acreages  actually  planted  in  years  past. 

Storage  Program  Developments,  this  week  included  announcement  of  a  plan  to 
divert  lower  grade  potatoes  into  potato  starch  and  potato  flour;  so  as  to 
speed  up  the  marketing  of  the  better  quality  potatoes  from  last  year's  crop 
Also  details  of  the  reseal  program  in  certain  states  for  farm-stored  loans 
on  '5*+  crop  corn,  barley,  flaxseed,  grain  sorghums,  oats,  rye,  and  wheat 
under  price  support.    For  further  details  see  your  County  Agricultural 
Stabilization  and  Conservation  (ASC)  committee,  or  your  county  agent. 
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Those  dates  again  --  June  20,  21  and  22 

Details  of  the  program  for  the  spring  meeting  of  the  National 
Association  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors  in  Washington  got  a 
mulling  around  last  Monday  when  the  program  committee  met  here.  The 
committeemen:    Claude  Mahoney,  CBS,  Washington;  Convay  g oh ins  on,  WBAL 
Baltimore;  and  Layne  Beaty.    The  overall  arrangements  committee  under 
Chairman  Roy  Battles  had  met  earlier  (without  overalls).    Roy,  National 
Grange,  on  Monday  entered  New  Georgetown  Hospital,  here  in  Washington, 
D.  C. }  for  a  hip  operation  --  he  expects  to  he  ambulatory  after  three 
weeks.    In  the  meantime,  Roy  plans  business  as  usual.    His  "bedside  equip- 
ment includes  telephone  and  dictaphone. 

World  Farm  Youth  Exchange  in  '55 

The  National  k-M  Club  Foundation  expects  a  record  number  of 
countries  to  take  part  in  IFYE,  International  Farm  Youth  Exchange,  this 
year.    The  Foundation's  Everett  Bierman  tells  us  about  123  American  farm 
young  people  will  go  abroad  and  about  172  foreign  young  folks  will  come 
here  in  this  1+7  country  exchange.    During  this  eighth  year  of  the  program, 
Burma,  Indonesia,  Irak,  Nepal,  Paraguay,  Peru,  and  Spain  will  take  part 
for  the  first  time.    The  first  U.S.  group  to  go  ahroad  to  live  and  work 
with  farm  families  in  Costa  Rica,  England,  and  Italy,  will  leave  in  April 
and  will  include  young  people  from  Arkansas,  Colorado,  Georgia,  Iowa, 
Kansas,  Missouri,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  Texas.    In  June  larger  groups 
will  go  abroad  and  come  here  to  live  on  farms  from  many  European;  latin 
American,  Asian,  Far-Eastern  and  South  Pacific;  and  Near-Eastern  countries. 
These  exchanges  are  under  the  auspices  of  the  k-R  Foundation  and  Co-op 
Extension  Service.    Everett  Bierman  has  offered  to  help  any  RFD's  who  may 
want  to  arrange  recordings  by  IFYE's. 


Extension  Editor  Jose  A.  Gonzales,  who  was  up  here  for  the  Televisuals 
workshop,  reports  Puerto  Rico  now  has  two  television  stations  on  the  air, 
WADA-TV  and  WKAQ-TV,  and  there  are  80,000  receiving  sets  on  the  island. 
Starting  in  February,  a  farm  TV  program  was  planned  to  go "on  the  air 
Thursday  evenings  from  7:15  to  7:30. 


Chinch  Bug  Threat  in  Mid-West 

The  U.S. -State  Co-op  Insect  Pest  Survey  estimates  that  the  chinch 
bug  problem  this  year  won't  differ  very  much  from  last  year,  when  chinch 
bugs  caused  some  little    damage  to  corn  and  sorghum  in  many  localities  in 
the  central  part  of  the  country.    The  entomologists  say  the  surveys,  made 
after  adult  chinch  bugs  had  gone  into  hibernation  last  fall,  in  Arkansas, 
Illinois,  Indiana,  Kansas,  Missouri,  Nebraska,  and  Oklahoma,  indicate 
locally  severe  or  very  severe  rates  of  infestation  in  scattered  localities 
in  northeastern  Arkansas,  east -central  Illinois,  east -central  Kansas, 
northern  Missouri,  and  northeastern  Oklahoma.    Elsewhere  in  the  States  sur- 
veyed, ratings  range  from  non-economic  to  threatening. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  March  12 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers  from  Washington.    Features:  "4-H  Club 
Week"  with  Extension  Administrator  C.  M.  Ferguson  and  three  national  U-E 
achievement  winners;  and  "Irrigation  in  Colorado"  with  Boh  Mott  of  KGHF, 
Pueblo. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Money  -  Saturday  5:15  to  5:30  p.m. 
EST.    Feature:    An  interview  with  R.  Bentley  Thomas  of  Montgomery  County, 
Md.,  on  the  farm  organizations  there,  believed  to  be  the  oldest  in  the 
United  States , 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Eome  Eour  -  Saturday  12:00  to  12:30  p.m. 
EST.     "USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty  from  Washington.    Feature:  "Use 
of  Tracers  in  Research  on  Soil  Fertility  and  Livestock  Use  of  Feed." 

Mechanization  of  Farm  Work 

With  present  income  prospects  of  farmers,  it  now  seems  likely 
farmers  will  buy  about  as  much  farm  machinery  in  1955  as  they  bought  last 
year.    Research  economists  of  the  Department  expect  the  new  types  of 
machinery  and  equipment  now  becoming  available  to  assure  the  farm-equipment 
industry  of  healthy  growth. 

For  the  past  35  years,  farmers  buying  machinery  to  replace  horse- 
drawn  equipment  have  provided  an  important  demand  for  new  tractors.  At 
the  beginning  of  this  year,  there  were  still       million  horses  on  farms, 
and  farmers  will  replace  some  of  those  with  machinery.     That  demand  will 
be  less  important  in  the  future.    But  when  farmers  find  that  new  machines 
will  cut  their  costs  and  make  old  equipment  obsolete,  they  will  buy  new 
machines,  and  such  change-overs  can  be  substantial.     The  researchers  see 
good  long  term  prospects  for  continued  expansion  in  farm  mechanization. 

The  specialists  report  new  corn-harvesting  machinery  is  being 
developed  which  will  either  pick  and  shell  corn  and  shred  and  harvest  the 
fodder.    If  these  developments  make  obsolete  some  of  the  cornpickers  now 
in  use,  buying  of  better  corn- harvesting  machinery  would  increase.  The 
specialists  also  say  recent  improvements  in  potato  harvesting  machinery 
indicate  a  perfected  potato  digger  and  picker  may  be  available  before 
long  ....  Pecent  experiments  with  chemical  cotton  defoliants  indicate 
that  farmers  may  sonn  be  able  to  eliminate  cotton  leaves  before  picking. 
That  will  mean  better  results  from  mechanical  picking  and  stripping  and 
encourage  faster  adoption  of  cotton  harvesting  machinery  .   „   .   .    And  now 
that  95  percent  of  our  farms  are  electrified,  the  chore  work,  done  with 
equipment  that  has  not  been  improved  in  many  years,  will  also  yield  to 
farm  mechanization. 


Bruce  Davies,  R&TV  Market  Eeporter  at  the  Chicago  Union  Stock  Yards,  has 
started  a  special  Iowa  report  to  a  network  of  11  Iowa  radio  stations.  The 
broadcast,  originating  from  the  Chicago  terminal,  features  special  sales 
from  a  local  standpoint  and  is  heard  Monday  through  Friday  at  12:55  p.m.... 
Dale  G,  Cunningham,  eldest  son  of  the  late  Irwin  M.  Cunningham,  has 
succeeded  his  father  as  RFD  on  Station  KGHF,  Pueblo,  Colorado. 
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Market  News  Made  Tele -Visible 

Lance  Hooks ,  AMS,  just  back  from  a  southern  "business  trip,  reports 
that  Benton  Morgan,  Federal -State  market  reporter  at  Birmingham,  is  tele- 
casting a  complete  market  program  on  Robert  Bandy's  farm  show  on  WBRC-TV, 
from  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  daily,    The  market  figures  are  reeled  through  the 
TelePrompter  on  camera  while  Morgan,  also  on  camera,  reads  them  off  with 
brief  ad-libbed  comments.    They  are  shown  split-screen  with  Morgan  at  the 
top  and  the  market  figures  at  the  bottom  of  the  screen.    To  help  hold  the 
audience,  all  this  is  over  background  music.  -  (We've  also  heard  of  a 
station,  but  don't  know  which  one,  where  the  split  screen  idea  is  exploited 
by  using  a  live,  audible  western  band  at  the  top,  and  visual-only  market 
figures  from  a  roll  chart  at  the  bottom)  -  Lance  also  reports  E.  Jack 
Jones,  Federal-State  market  news  man  at  Montgomery,  is  completing  arrange- 
ments with  Station  WSFA-TV,  for  a  similar  program  on  that  station.  That, 
along  with  the  program  at  Birmingham,  is  expected  to  give  Alabama  farmers 
almost  complete  televised  market  news  service. 

We've  heard  several  other  ways  TFD's  have  livened  up  livestock 
receipts  and  prices.    Jack  St rat ton  of  WKY-TV,  Oklahoma  City,  and  Wayne 
Liles,  of  KWTV,  same  city,  both  make  moving  pictures  at  the  stockyards; 
Jack  Jackson  and  his  crew  at  KCMO-TV,  Kansas  City,  use  a  polaroid  camera 
for  presenting  still  shots  of  the  animals  which  top  the  market  that  day. 
Many  use  blackboards  already  equipped  with  lines  and  standard  form  for 
filling  in  the  receipts  and  prices  with  chalk,  either  before  or  during 
the  show.     Telecasters  have  gone  all  out  in  resourcefulness  in  presenting 
weather  information,  even  to  having  it  done  by  pretty  girls.    We  don't 
recommend  this  seriously  for  market  information,  because  viewers  might 
tend  to  confuse  the  figures.    But  the  same  degree  of  imagination  and 
initiative  could  help  spruce  up  market  reporting  on  the  air,  without  de- 
tracting from  its  effectiveness.    Anyway,  it  has  to  be  something  that  can 
move  a  lot  of  figures  in  a  short  time,  every  day  or  oftener,  and 
economically  .  .  .  What  is  your  solution? 

Live  Visuals  and  Scenic  Artists 

V/.  A.   (Doc)  Euhmann,  WBAP,  offers  some  'tips'  for  farm  telecast- 
ers who  aspire  to  get  proper  action  from  baby  pigs  with  their  mother  while 
on  camera.    Doc  says  don't  let  pigs  eat  until  2.\  minutes  before  the  camera 
opens  up  on  them,  so  each  pig  can  find  his  proper  place  at  the  table.  The 
'tip'  of  this  technique,  he  makes  clear,  is  the  2§  minutes!  Anyway   

Conway  Robinson,  WBAL  radio  and  TV  says  recently  on  his  TV  show 
he  was  using  as  a  back  drop  one  of  those  seamless  canvasses  upon  which  "che 
artist  had  painted  a  scene  that  included  a  tree  with  branches.     The  star 

of  the  show  that  day  was  a  live  turkey           and  you  know  the  rest.  When 

the  bird  flapped  his  wings  and  headed  for  the  tree  -  on  camera,  of  course  - 
he  went  right  through  the  canvas,  which  after  that  really  needed  seams. 

Sincerely, 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief  J 
Eadio  and  Television  Service 
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Letter  No.  655 
March  11,  1955 


Dear  F"rm  Director: 


Our  poultry  people  are  urging  turkey  growers  to  reconsider  their 
plans  for  raising      heavy  turkeys  this  year.    With  the  number  of  hens  on 
hand  and  the  way  turkey  hens  lay  eggs  these  days,  we  have  the  makings  of 
an  even  bigger  crop  of  big  turkeys  in  '55  than  in  •  5^4-  —  an<i  turkey  growers 
were  none  too  pleased  with  the  prices  they  got  last  year  .......... 

Other  farmers  may,  or  may  not,  want  to  change  seme  of  their  planting  plans  • 
after  you've  given  them  that  intenti ons-to-plant  report  the  Crop  Reporting 
Board  is  getting  out  March  18. 

This  morning,  Department  officers  announced  plans  to  use  105  more  ships  for 
emergency  storage  of  about  2I4.  million  bushels  of  grain  on  the  West  Coast. 
That  move  was  to  make  more  storage  available  for  the  new  crop  wheat  coming 
on  in  June  and  July.    At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  we  had  about  J2  million 
bushels  of  CCC-owned  wheat  in  emergency  storage  in  130  ships  on  the  Vfest 

Coast  and  187  ships  on  the  East  Coast    This  afternoon,  USDA  announced 

a  series  of  open  meetings  with  burley  tobacco  growers  from  March  12  through 
March  23;  to  discuss  how  to  keep  supplies  of  burley  better  in  line  with  demand. 

Ken  Gapen,  former  chief  of  radio  and  television,  now  head  of  agricultural 
conservation  practice"  inf  ormati o"n7  is  in  Arlington  Hospital  having  a  "rough 
time  with  pleurisy  "  ~       7  .'Roy  Battles,  ex-president  of  NATRFD,  is 
recuperating  in  Georgetown  HospltaT  from  h'i's  receirF Tii p~oper at i on  .... 
.   .  To  both,  best  wishes  for  quick  recovery! 


""'find  Erosion  in  Southern  Plains 

State  representatives  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  and  State 
agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Committees  from  parts  of  seven 
Southern  Plains  States  are  meeting  today  in  Denver  to  further  plan  emergency 
controls  "./here  erosion  is  most  critical.    The  Department  intends  to  do  every- 
thing possible  within  its  authority  and  funds  available  to  help  farmers 
carry  out  practical  control  measures  .....  High  winds  yesterday  did  more 
damage  to  crops  and  land,  but  reports  on  the  extent  of  such  damage  are  not 
yet  available.   ....  Between  November  1,  I95J4  and  March  1,  1955,  about  one 
million  eight  hundred  thousand  acres  of  farm  and  range  lands  in  the  southern 
Great  Plains  have  been  damaged  by  wind  erosion. 
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Longer  Days  and  Shorter  Nights 

As  you've  probably  noticed ,  Spring  has  sprung  -  or  soon  will. 
Even  we  lay  observers  now  note  "birds  on  the  wing  and  "buds  on  the  trees. 
Dr.  Harry  Borthwick,  who  heads  up  the  Department's  research  on  the  effect 
of  light  on  plants  and  animals,  tells  us  the  evidence  continues  to 
accumulate  that  length  of  daylight  and  darkness  is  the  main  trigger  that 
sets  off  those  seasonal  changes  we  used  to  credit  to  temperature  alone. 
The  scientists  found  long  ago  they  could  manipulate  artificial  light  to 
make  flowers  "bloom  out  of  season.    Much  modern  plant  breeding  is  based  on 
crossing  plants  that  don't  normally  come  into  flower  at  the  same  time. 
Reproduction,  migration,  and  color  changes  in  some  animals  seem  similarly 
actuated  by  light.    Dr.  Borthwick  finds  more  research  on  the  effect  of 
light  on  the  life  cycle  of  insects  might  yield  important  results.  Ee 
even  hints  light  may  affect  such  seasonal  diseases  as  measles.    Why  and 
when  measles  break  out  may  yet  prove  even  more  important  than  whose  baby 
has  the  measles. 

Latest  Light  on  Plants  comes  from  Dr.  W.  D.  McClellan,  who  has 
been  investigating  the  effect  of  lights  on  low-life  plants,  such  as  brow 
rot  of  stone  fruits  and  the  fungi  that  attack  glads.    Dr.  McClellan  reports 
that  in  his  experiments  with  13  different  kinds  of  fungi,  8  showed  marked 
sensitivity  to  light.    What's  more,  the  fungi  responded  to  different  quality 
light  from  that  which  has  proved  most  effective  with  higher  plants.  Higher 
plants  and  animals  generally  are  more  sensitive  to  the  red  and  far  red  rays, 
while  the  fungi  are  most  affected  in  their  development  by  the  blue  part  of 
the  spectrum  .   .   .    What  use  is  this  discovery?  ...  As  Ben  Franklin  said 
when  asked  about  the  first  balloon  ascension:  "What  use  is  a  new-born  baby?" 


Rose  Dust  and  Spider  Mites.  By  the  right  combination  of  products, 
Dr.  McClellan  and  Dr.  Floyd  Smith  have  developed  a  rose  dust  that  results 
in  more  blooms  and  better  blooms  by  protecting  roses  against  fungi,  insects, 
and  mites,  especially  spider  mites.     Previous  formulations  worked  well  as 
fungicides  and  insecticides,  but  not  so  well  in  also  killing  such  enemies 
as  the  spider  mite. 

Mardi  Liles.  WFLA,  Tampa, writes  that  with  a  longer  telecasting  day  now  on 
WFLA-TV,  he  has  55  minutes  daily  through  Friday  with  a  half  hour  on 
Saturdays  for  his  farm  programs.     Market  briefs  and  weather  at  7:25  and 
8:25  am;   "RFD  Florida"  12  to  12:3C;  and  "The  Farm  Bulletin  Board"  1  to  1:15. 
With  this  expansion,  Mardi  goes  over  to  TV  completely  . . .  Ed  Slusarczyk, 
RFD .  WIBX,  Utica  says  W.  Oscar  Sellers.  714  Ball  Avenue,  Watertown,  N.  Y. 
wants  to  hear  from  RFD's  who  need  an  assistant  in  their  farm  department. 
Ed  says  Sellers  has  23  years  experience  as  a  county  agent  and  3  years  in 
FOA,  knows  ag.  and  has  mike  technique,  is  BS  in  ag.  from  Cornell  and  has  a 
Master's  from  Columbia.   .   .  Bob  Murdoch,  KTBB ,  Tyler,  Texas  says  the  Tex. 
&  SW  Cattle  Raisers  Ass'n  will  entertain  RFD's  in  that  area  at  breakfast 
March  22  during  the  TSWCRA  convention  in  Dallas.    A  new  first.     The  boys 
have  been  pushing  the  Texas  Beef  Council,  sponsored  by  the  Association. 

Those  Small  Models  of  Farm  Animals  used  at  the  televisuals  workshop  here 
aroused  considerable  interest.     Painted  in  natural  colors,  they're  made  in 
New  Hampshire  of  latex  rubber  in  sizes  from  1  to  12  inches,  prices  vary 
from  20  cents. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  March  19 


CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  5*15  to  5«30  p.m. 
EST.     Features:     "Observing  Wildlife "with  Gordon  Fredine ,  of  the  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Division  of  the  Department  of  Interior. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12:00  to  12:30  p.m. 
3 ST .  "USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty  from  Washington.     Features:  "Farmers' 
Plans  to  Plant"  with  Bert  Newell,  Crop  Reporting  Board. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  iilST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.     Features:  "Dairying  in  Tennessee"  with 
Sam  Carson;  and  "Young  Exchange  in  U«S.  and  Lebanon"  with  Warren  Schmidt 
and  Everett  Biermann,  National  I4-H  Foundation. 

Jackson  Lets  Go  at  a  "Pet  Peeve" 


Further  attesting  that  market  reporting  is  a  hot  subject  these 
days  is  the  following  comment  and  explanation  from  Jack  Jackson,  KCMO, 
Kansas  City.     In  a  recent  issue  of  the  RFD  Letter  we"lne^Toned" ThaFTie  uses 
pictures"  on  his  TV  show  of  the  animals  that  "top  the  market."    "Not  guilty," 
says  Jack.     In  this  we  seem  to  be  caught  red-handed  at  over-generalization, 
for  which  we  herewith  apologize. 

Jack  writes,   "i  have  never  felt  that  a  serviceable  market  should  emphasize 
the  'top  prices'  paid  for  livestock.    We  have  never  emphasized  these  prices 
on  our  reports.     Our  objective  in  maintaining  a  full-time  reporter  on  the 
market--even  for  radio--was  to  enable  him  to  give  a  better  word  picture  of 
TYPICAL  LIVESTOCK  and  PRICES  for  a  given  day.    The  pictures  we  use  (on  TV) 
are  planned  so  as  to  picture  typical  grades  and  prices.    We  occasionally 
use  the   'top'  for  the  day,  but  *  *  *  *  #  the  top  grades  are  not  those  of 
most  interest  to  our  listeners  or  viewers.  :':    •  ;-;  *  *  The  best  livestock 
market  report  for  either  radio  or  TV  is  that  which  gives  the  producer  and 
the  consumer  the  most  complete  story  possible  on  typical  sales.  Reports 
emphasizing  top  prices  are  misleading.  *  *  *  *  *  Livestock  men  may  be  able 
to  figure  typical  prices  when  only  the  tops  are  given.    The  consuming 
public  can  not.    Emphasis  on  top  prices  has  done  little  toward  helping  the 
general  public  understand  the  farmer's  problems.     I  think  that's  an  important 
responsibility  of  the  RFD."     Jack,  we  think  so,  too.     Thanks  for  reading 
and  writing.    Next  comment  — 

George  B.  German,  the  Inquiring  Farm  Reporter  of  WNAX,  Yankton,  S.  D.,  on 
March"  15  jfi-^sEed^up'^^Wo^eek"  t bur~~wi^bK>  WsV*^eprge  B.  and  J2  of  his 
loyal  listeners  which  took  them  to  Chicago,  New  Orleans,  Biloxi,  Houston, 
and  intermediate  points  of  interest.    How  many  minutes  of  tape  recordings 
did  you  make  on  the  trip,  George?  -  -  -  -  Homer  Quann,  WSVA,  Harrisonburg, 
Virginia  says  plans  for  the  regional  meeting  NAT RFD  at  Roanoke  on  March  18-20 

are  all  set.    They  expect  an  attendance  of  about  35  Ernie  Jorgenson, 

now  with  KNEW ,  Spokane,  mentions  something  new  on  KNEV;  TWO  farm  editors 
lnst'eacT'bf  one  --  Ken  Hutchinson  and  Ernie.  Station"  owner""  Burl  Haggadon 
figures  the  farm  industry  is  'Big  VnougTf  Yor  two. 
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Tele -Visuals  in  5-D 

Leo  Geier  asked  us  if  we  would  like  to  know  the  formula  for  producing 
visuals  on  a  first-rate  television  show,     of  course,  we  said  'yes';  and  so 
he  passed  along  to  us  the  5-D  programming  formula  laid  down  by  Bill 
bushaann,  f^£^__sup^v^or_f^r^^         in  his  talk  here  in  the~Tepartment 
recently:    As  you  know,  OMNIBUS  was  set  up  by  the  Television  Workshop  of 
^orci  Foundation  as  an  educational  show  of  highest  quality.     It  was  designed 
xo  compete  with  the  best  of  the  entertainment  shows  for  audience  and  sponsors 
■0  —  for  directness.    Bill  Suchmann  explains  this  means  simplicity.  Know 
television  down  to  its  basic  essentials.    It  has  to  be  to  the  point.  Boil 
the  information  on  one  flip  card  to  one  word  if  possible. 
JD  --  for  dimension.    In  Bill's  book  this  means  BIGNESS.    Things  attract 
attention  just  by  being  BIG.    While  the  television  screen  is  limited  in  size 
use  relation  to  achieve  size.    Place  a  small  man  on  a  graph  and  the  graph 
hecomes  huge.    Paint  whatever  you  want  to  show  all  over  the  studio  floor  and 
let  a  man  walk  around  on  it  to  point  it  out. 

D  --  for  depth.    The  television  camera  can  move  among  performers  and  become 
part  of  a  thing.    Build  things  in  dimension  so  you  can  see  more  than  one 
side  of  them.    Use  dime  store  objects  and  toys  and  some  ingenuity  to  save 
money.    And  get  depth  with  background  objects  and  scenery.    It  will  add  all 
sorts  of  life  to  your  primary  visual, 

'D  --for  design.    Good  design  is  always  essential  in  television.  Placement 
o,  actors  is  important.    Get  away  from  people  standing  in  a  row.  Shoot  one 
from  over  the  shoulder  of  another.    In  art,  design  should  be  simple.  A 
stick  figure  can  do  more  in  good  design  than  the  most  ornate  rendering  can 
in  complex,  confusing  design,  or  even  in  simple  design. 

p       development.    This  means  doing.    Another  way  of  saying  animation 
Movement  attracts  attention.    It  can  be  simple  as  dissolving  or  cutting 
from  one  tel-op  to  another.    Any  kind  of  change  or  movement  will  attract 
attention.    A  bar  graph  using  real  people  pulling  streamers  across  the 
floor  adds  movement       no  one  can  deny  that  this  is  animation. "--Thanks 
Bill.. Thanks,  Leo. 


You  and  Your  Family"  TV  show  presented  by  the  Buffalo  and  Erie  Counties 
Extension  Services,  on  WBEN-TV,  Buffalo,  KT.Y. ,  is  now  in  its  sixth  year 
It  s  on  from  11:30  to  noon  each  Thursday.     Two  years  ago  it  had  a  Hootier 
rating  of  150,000  viewers.    Jim  Veeder,  extension  TV  specialist  at  Cornell 
University,  says  one  mention  on  the  program  brought  in  over  900  requests 
for  a  leaflet  on  cooking  chicken,   .  .   .  Among  the  RFDs  we  sometimes  envy 
is  Arne  Alterne  of  Radio  Norway.    He  and  his  fine  family  (wife,  k  daughters 
one  son)  live  30  miles  outside  Oslo  on  one  of  Norway's  most  beautiful  lakes' 
and  that's  saying  a  lot.    When  Arne  attended  the  farm  radio  workshop  in  Pome 
last  spring,  he  made  tape  recordings  all  over  Italy,  including  some  with 
Genoese  marketers  of  fish  from  Norwegian  waters. 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 


Radio  &  Television  Service' 
P^S.  Thanks  for  the  good  comments,  etc.,  regarding  the  RFD  Letter     We  enjoy 
getting  it  out.    /is  we  said  before,  most  of  the  work  on  the  Letter  is  done  by 
C.  A.   (Colonel)  Herndon,  of  the  staff.     So  if  you  like  it  you  can  thank  me 
If  you  don't,  you  can  blame  the  Colonel. 


Wl. 


To 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director; 


March  18,  1955 
Letter  No.  656 


Yesterday.  President  Eisenhower  proclaimed  National  Farm  Safety- 
Week  beginning  July  2h ,  1955.     In  his  proclamation  he  asked  all  farm  work- 
ers to  make  safety  inventories  of  their  homes,  farms,  machinery  and  equip- 
ment, and  to  cultivate  careful  work  habits  and  attitudes.    He  also  called 
on  everybody  interested  in  farming  and  farmers  to  join  the  campaign  to 
reduce  the  tragedies  and  losses  caused  by  needless  accidents.  That 
includes  us. 

This  week  too,  Secretary  Benson  outlined  the  Department's  policy 
in  the  small  watershed  protection  program.    He  says  it  is  the  policy  of 
the  Department  that  there  shall  be  the  fullest  possible  cooperation  with 
local,  State  and  other  Federal  agencies  which  have,  or  may  undertake, 
responsibilities  in  land  and  water  management  to  carry  out  the  aims  of  the 
Watershed  Protection  and  Flood  Prevention  Act.    Under  the  law,  the  initiative 
for  all  projects  must  come  from  the  people  of  the  locality  where  the  pro- 
posed project  is  to  be  carried  out.    In  all  cases  careful  attention  will 
be  given  to  the  effect  of  any  proposed  watershed  program  upon  the  people 
to  be  affected  by  it.    Local  watershed  organizations  already  have  asked 
USDA  help  to  develop  plans  on  more  than  250  small  watersheds.    State  agencies 
have  been  asked  to  recommend  priorities  within  the  State.    SCS  Administrator 
Donald  Williams  will  assign  priorities  on  a  national  basis.    So  far,  SCS 
has  authorized  planning  work  to  begin  in  38  small  watersheds  in  California, 
Colorado,  Delaware,  Georgia,  Idaho,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Maryland,  Nebraska,  Nevada.  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Oregon.  South  Carolina, 
South  Dakota,  Texas,  Utah,  and  West  Virginia. 

Farmers  Plan  Sharp  Shifts  in  Plantings 

The  Crop  Reporting  Board  this  afternoon  reported  farmers  intend 
some  sharp  changes  in  acreages  they  plan  to  plant  to  some  of  their  main 
crops.    Compared  with  last  year,  they  plan  increases  in  each  of  the  four 
feed  grains,  and  the  total  may  reach  nearly  167  million  acres.    Much  of  the 
acreage  diverted  from  allotment  crops  seem  likely  to  go  into  pasture  and 
hay  crops.    Acreages  of  food  grains  will  be  sharply  smaller  than  last  year. 
Wheat  growers  seem  to  be  holding  close  to  wheat  acreage  allotments,  especially 
in  the  spring  wheat  country.    Pice  growers  plan  to  reduce  their  acreages  by 
over  a  fourth,  to  keep  within  State  rice  acreage  allotments.     A  sharp  in- 
crease in  soybean  acreage.     Smaller  acreages  of  potatoes  are  expected  in 
most  States.    Farmers  appear  to  be  gearing  production  of  feed  grains  and 
hay  to  the  large  livestock  numbers  on  farms.    They  are  also  shifting  to  hay 
and  pasture  partly  to  solve  soil  erosion  problems. 
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This  Year  of  Forestry  Contrasts 

Speaking  of  radio  and  TV  program  material,  the  woods  seem  full 
of  it.    Bill  (FS)  Bergoffen  just  reminded  us  that  forests  are  many  things 
to  many  people,  and  highly  important  to  all  of  us,  in  supplying  wood, 
water,  forage,  recreation,  and  wildlife.    What's  more,  Bill  points  out 
that  "because  foresters  are  this  year  celebrating  the  Golden  Jubilee  of  the 
U.S.    Forest  Service,  many  local  Forest  Service  people  are  now  especially 
alert  to  changes  of  the  past  fifty  years.    The  changes  show  some  remarkable 
contrasts:    from  indiscriminate  hunting  to  balanced  wildlife  management; 
from  old  cowboy  rangers  to  trained  forest  land  managers;  forest  communica- 
tion from  carrier  pigeon  to  short-wave  radio;  firefighting  from  few  hand 
tools  to  power  equipment,  airplanes  and  smoke jumpers ,  and  fire  weather 
forecasts. 

"HOME '  on  the  WAVE -TV 

NBC's  "Home"  is  starting  Spring  with  a  visit  March  21,  to  see 
WAVE -TV's  350  acre  farm  near  Louisville;  with  Shirley  Anderson,  farm 
director,  and  Paxton  Marshall,  explaining  the  various  farm  operations, 
and  Shirley  Marshall,  Paxton' s  wife  and  WAVE'S  cooking  expert,  preparing 
a  Kentucky  ham  in  her  farm  kitchen. 

Clean  Water  for  World  Health 

Yes,  it's  getting  just  that  serious!    April  7}  Member  States  of 
the  World  Health  Organization  will  celebrate  the  7th  birthday  of  their 
organization  by  emphasizing  that  clean  water  is  a  basic  must  in  the 
production  of  abundant  food  supplies,  in  building  strong,  healthy  families, 
and  in  preventing  epidemics  caused  by  water-borne  diseases.    See  fact  sheet. 

Price  Supports  for  '55  Crop  Oilseeds 

In  announcing  this  week  price  supports  on  soybeans  at  70  percent 
of  February  15  parity,  and  support  of  flaxseed  and  cottonseed  at  65  percent 
of  February  15  parity,  Department  officials  pointed  out  that  these  supports 
should  bring  a  better  balance  between  the  consumption  and  production  of 
these  oilseed.    They  said  the  support  levels  for  soybeans  and  flaxseed  are 
in  line  with  those  of  other  nonbasic  crops  and  should  encourage  adequate 
plantings,  but  with  less  incentive  for  excessive  plantings  of  these  two 
oilseed  crops  this  year.    The  cottonseed  support  level  was  made  to  maintain 
the  same  relationship  as  existed  between  soybeans  and  cottonseed  last  year. 

Color  Films  Tested  on  Color  TV 

W.  A.  "Doc"  Ruhmann,  WBAP  Farm  Editor,  reports  he  tried  two  color 
films  on  color  TV  and  both  transmitted  very  well  in  color.     One  faded  and 
showed  paler  color  in  several  places,  but  other  than  that  both  were  fine. 
.   .   .   .  The  regional  NATRFD  group,  which  includes  Kansas,  Oklahoma,  Texas, 
Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  Louisiana,  is  holding  its  annual  spring  meeting  at 
Lake  Murray  Lodge,  Ardmore,  Okla.,  on  the  weekend  of  April  9-10.  Hosts: 
KVSO  and  Noble  Foundation. 


-  3  - 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  March  26 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty  from  Washington.    Feature:  "Nebraska's 
World  Famous  Tractor  Testing  Station". 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:     "Tips  on  Buying  Farm  Seed" 
with  Walter  Davidson,  who  heads  enforcement  of  Federal  Seed  Act,  and  Cy 
Briggs;   "Hens  on  the  Swing  Shift"  with  Alabama  Polytechnic's .Dale  King  and 
Ext.  Ed.  Boyd  Christeriberry;  and  "International  Farming"  with  Knowlton  Nash, 
IFAP. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  5:15  to  5:30  p.m. 

Ten  Years  of  UN  Farming 

Gove  Hambidge,  who  used  to  edit  USDA  Yearbooks,  has  now  written 
"The  Story  of  FAQ".     Gove,  now  North  American  Regional  Representative  for 
this  first  of  the  UN  agencies,  describes  his  organization  as  a  genuine 
international  co-op,  on  which  71  member  nations  draw  for  knowledge  and 
services.    The  first  half  of  this  human  story  tells  about  FAO's  £act  gather- 
ing.   The  last  half  about  technical  assistance  in  the  Near  East  and  Africa, 
the  Far  East,  Latin  America,  and  Europe. 


Ken  Gapen  continues  on  the  critical  list  at  Arlington  Hospital,  Arlington,  Va. 


Drought  Feed  Plan  Reopened 

In  line  with  its  policy  of  continuing  drought  emergency  relief 
where  needed,  the  Department  this  week  announced  applications  for  feed  grain 
assistance  will  be  taken  in  currently  drought  designated  counties  in 
Wyoming,  Colorado,  and  in  Rich  and  Daggett  counties,  Utah,  until  April  15, 
for  feed  enough  to  meet  needs  through  May  15 .    Spring  forage  probably  late. 

New  York  Farm  Extension  by  TV 

Ext.  Director  M.  C.  Bond  of  New  York  reports  Extension  workers  in 
New  York  State  are  presenting  ten  regular  TV  programs  each  week.    These  pro- 
grams being  telecast  by  nearly  100  Extension  workers  on  stations  in  Buffalo, 
Syracuse,  Utica,  Schenectady,  and  New  York  City.    In  addition,  several  guest 
appearances  are  made  by  Extension  workers  at  these  and  other  TV  stations 
throughout  the  State.    County  Agents  involved  in  these  programs  are  respon- 
sible for  all  the  programs  except  in  New  York  City,  where  the  food  marketing 
specialists  produce  a  show.  .  .  Bill  Ward  also  informs  us  that  more  than  3A 
of  all  families  in  New  York  State  own  TV  receivers. 

More  Virus-Free  Strawberries    This  spring  plant  nurseries  have  about  150 
million  high-quality,  virus -free  strawberry  plants  of  2h  different  varieties. 
These  are  available  for  Eastern  gardeners  and  commercial  growers.  Nurseries 
are  also  beginning  to  propagate  7  more  virus -free  stocks  of  Eastern  varieties 
for  release  to  growers  in  '56  or  '57. 
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Sample  Scripting  Guide  for  TV 

Don  Schild,  visual  aid,  specialist,  U.  of  111.,  has  sent  county 
agents  that  take  part  in  Dave  AllenTs  "Farm  Facts"  program  on  KWK-TV, 
St.  Louis,  a  set  of  tips  and  some  sample  scripting  guides  for  TV.    He  - 
suggests  what  time  they  should  appear  at  the  studio  for  the  noontime  show, 
reminds  them  to  check  their  prop  list,  etc.,  and  tells  them  where  to  park 
their  cars  at  the  studio  and  how  to  get  to  the  parking  lot.    Under  "What1 to 
Wear"  he  includes:  Don't  wear  a  dress  that  looks  out  of  place  when  prepar- 
ing foods  .  .  .  Don't  wear  a  suit  if  you  are  mixing  paints  .  .   .  Wear  soft 
grays,  "blues  and  tans,  etc.,  avoid  pepper  and  salt  patterns,  shiny  tie 
clasps  .  .  .  Remember,  he  says,  that  in  tight  close-ups  your  hands,  nails, 
etc.  are  greatly  magnified.    Men,  he  careful  about  a  heavy  heard  -  shave  at 
the  studio  or  before  you  arrive.     (Maybe  they  could  do  one  of  those  razor 
commercials  --  L.B.) 

Dairy  Waste  Disposal  System 


Commercial  dairies  have  already  built  two  of  the  simple,  new 
dairy -waste  disposal  systems  devised  by  scientists  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
University  and  the  U.S.  Eastern  Regional  Research  Laboratory.    Six  others 
are  now  under  construction.    The  researchers  consider  this  new  system  a  big 
step  in  restoring  fishing  and  fresh  water  to  streams  polluted  by  wastes 
from  milk  plants.    Small  losses  of  milk  -  especially  through  equipment 
rinse  water  -  seem  unavoidable.    Disposal  of  such  waste  has  long  been  one 
of  the  dairy  industry's  big  headaches.    The  new  system  is  based  on  the  old 
principle  of  using  bacteria  to  oxidize  the  organic  waste,  but  the  new  plant 
is  the  first  to  accurately  measure  the  biological  activity  and  the  oxygen 
needed  to  burn  up  the  waste.    The  scientists  say  the  system  is  trouble-free, 
automatic,  and  self -cleaning.    It  eliminates  odors,  requires  no  chemicals, 
and  costs  less  than  a  third  as  much  as  the  usual  disposal  system. 

Home  on  the  Radio  Range 

After  18  months  on  the  air  at  6:^5  to  7:00  a.m.  from  their  home, 
Murray  and  Polly  Cox  (WFAA  Dallas)  have  moved  to  the  12:30  noon  spot, 
immediately  following  Murray's  regular  12:15  show.    Murray  gives  Polly 
credit  for  the  show's  popularity.      He  says,  "Apparently,  broadcasting  from 
her  home,  plus  the  knowledge  of  the  listener  that  she  has  her  own  family 
and  a  perfect  background,  adds  to  her  popularity." 

Light -Feathered  Poultry  Gaining  Fast 

USDA  researchers  report  a  decided  trend  toward  light-plumage 
poultry.    Growers,  processors,  and  consumers  all  like  white  market  birds. 
Improved  meat  type  strains  of  White  Rocks,  White  Americans,  Rock-Cornish 
crosses,  the  new  Silver  Cornish  and  other  light  colored  chickens  have  been 
developed  for  broiler  raisers.    Last  year  nearly  30  percent  of  all  turkeys 
raised  for  market  were  Beltsville  Small  White  turkeys.    And  the  National 
Turkey  Improvement  Plan  shows  a  sharp  increase  in  the  breeding  of  heavy 
white  breeds  of  turkeys. 

Sincerely, 

<L-* 

C.  A.  Herndon 


P.S.  Layne  Beaty  is  in  Lansing,  Michigan,  this  week  helping  arrange  for  a  TV 
Workshop  somewhere  this  summer. 
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From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


March  25,  1955 
Letter  No.  657 

Dear  Farm  Director: 


This  afternoon  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  reported  nearly  two 
million  acres  of  land  in  the  Great  Plains  were  damaged  "by  the  wind  storm 
March  10  and  11 ,  and  seven  million  acres  since  last  November.     In  addition, 
the  SCS  field  men  estimate  about  18  million  acres  lack  enough  stubble,  grass 
or  other  vegetative  cover  to  protect  the  land  if  it  gets  more  such  wind- 
storms.   Three-fourths  "in  condition  to  blow"  is  crop  land,  and  half  of 
that  wheat  that  has  not  made  enough  growth  to  provide  ground  cover. 

After  consultation  with  the  wool  industry  and  the  American  Society 
for  Testing  Materials  and  making  a  six  year  study,  the  Department  yesterday 
proposed  new  official  wool  standards  that  would  add  two  new  grades  and  put 
the  standards  on  the  basis  of  average  fiber  diameter.    Interested  persons 
will  be  given  120  days  to  comment  and  their  views  given  careful  considera- 
tion before  the  proposed  standards  are  formally  adopted.  .  .  Yesterday  too 
the  Department  announced  the  price  support  program  for  1955  crop  corn. 
Price  support  rates  in  the  commercial  area  will  be  at  87  percent  level, 
but  because  corn  acreage  allotments  are  in  effect  in  the  commercial  areas 
this  year,  the  law  provides  that  rates  in  the  non- commercial  area  will  be 
75?  of  "the  commercial  area  support  rates.     Only  farmers  who  comply  with 
corn  acreage  allotments  are  eligible  in  the  commercial  areas.    The  price 
support  program  will  be  carried  out  through  CCC  loans  and  purchase  agree- 
ments.   Pates  by  counties  for  the  loans  and  agreements  will  be  announced 
later.  ...  To  help  insure  that  farmers  can  produce  crops  free  from  harmful 
amounts  of  poisonous  sprays,  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  of  the  U.S. 
Dept.  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  announced  today  how  much  residue 
of  a  weed  killer  will  be  allowed  under  the  law.    Practically,  this  means 
farmers  should  follow  carefully  directions  which  appear  on  pesticide  labels, 
and  use  only  on  crops  for  which  recommended.    Wrong  use  may  leave  residues 
that  render  food  illegal. 
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Full  flavored,  7  fold  grape  and  apple  juice  concentrates  that  will 
keep  at  least  a  year  at  ordinary  room  temperatures.'    These  two  new  products 
promise  further  widening  of  markets  for  farm  fruits.    The  scientists  of  the 
Department's  Eastern  Utilization  Branch,  who  developed  them,  think  they  will 
appeal  strongly  to  the  industry  because  they  keep  satisfactorily  without 
the  expense  of  freezing  or  refrigeration.    Both  have  passed  the  taste  test 
after  being  kept  on  the  shelf  for  a  year  at  73  degrees.    A  four  ounce  can 
of  either  concentrate,  after  recotcRtit.uti on  with.  6  cans  r»f  water,  makes 
seven  generous  servings. 


Be  Caught  Idea  in  Fish  Pond 


"Help  the  farmer  make  an  extra  "buck"  was  the  thought  "behind  most 
discussions  at  the  Southeastern  Regional  Meeting  of  the  NATRFD  meeting  in 
Boanoke.  Virginia,  last  weekend.     Jack  Towers  attended  from  here  and  was 
especially  impressed  with  tips  on  selling  farm  advertisers  by  Faye  Rogers, 
Vice-President  of  Station  WCYB,  Bristol,  Va. ,who  pointed  out  that  many 
potential  farm  program  sponsors  have  commodities  to  sell  to  farmers  and 
don't  realize  it. 

As  a  case  in  point,  Mr.  Bogers  said  farmers  in  the  Bristol  area 
wanted  and  needed  help  in  constructing  farm  ponds.    Bogers  saw  an  opportunity 
and  called  on  a  local  construction  outfit.    After  talking  it  over  for  an 
hour,  the  construction  firm  was  sure  it  could  dig  farm  ponds  and  make  money 
at  it.    The  firm  sponsored  a  segment  of  BFD  Frank  Baymond's  WCYB  farm  show. 
Frank  reminded  farmers  of  the  advantages  of  farm  ponds  and  told  them  about 
the  local  firm  all  set  to  dig  a  pond  for  them.    As  a  result,  WCYB  sold 
another  show,  the  construction  firm  had  additional  "business  it  was  glad  to 
have  .  .  .  and  farmers  got  their  farm  ponds.    Matter  of  fact,  "business  went 
beyond  the  ponds.    When  the  "bulldozer  got  to  the  farm,  the  farmers  nearly 
always  needed  in  addition  a  few  trees  knocked  down,  a  gully  filled  in,  or 
a  short  road  put  through.    This  was  a' case  of  finding  a  sponsor  who  didn't 
realize  he  had  anything  to  sell  to  farmers.    Faye  Bogers  said  every 
community  has  opportunities  like  that  --  it  takes  just  a  little  extra 
creative  thought  to  turn  them  up. 

New  Base  for  Tree  Breeding 

Yesterday  the  Department  announced  the  Forest  Service  is  setting  up 
a  new  forest  genetics  institute  for  the  south  at  Gulf port,  Mississippi, 
similar  to  the  one  for  the  west  at  Placerville,  California.    These  basic  re- 
search institutes  supplement  the  work  of  the  seven  regular  Forest  Service 
Experiment  Stations  scattered  throughout  the  country.    Bill  Bergoffen  says 
this  new  one  will  deal  primarily  with  southern  pines;  short-leaf,  long-leaf, 
loblolly,  and  slash  pine,  as  well  as  spruce  pine  and  sand  pine.    The  "breed 
ers  aim  to  develop  "by  selection  "big  f ast-growing  trees  resistant  to  disease 
and  maybe  hybrid  trees  better  than  any  we  now  have.    What's  more  they  hope 
to  discover  why  trees  resist  diseases  and  the  fundamental  ways  desirable 
characteristics  are  inherited  in  trees.    The  tree -breeders  will  also  build 
up  a  share -the -know- how  library  of  books  and  an  arboretum  of  growing  plants 
to  provide  specimens  for  the  use  of  tree  breeders. 

"Perched  and  Sat,  and  Nothing  More." 

When  Conway  Bob ins on  arrived  at  the  WBAL    Baltimore,  studios,  at 
h  a.m.  one  day  with  two  live  black  crows  for  his  TV  show,  he  noticed  the 
all-night  organist  and  reciter  of  poetry  was,  at  that  moment,  starting  on 
Edgar  Allan  Poe's  "The  Baven".     Opportunities  like  this  must  be  seized, 
reasoned  Conway,  so  when  the  radio  star  got  to  the  lines  "suddenly  there 
came  a  tapping,  as  of  someone  gently  rapping  .   .   . "  he  looked  up  to  see  c 
real,  live,  black  bird  peering  at  him  through  the  studio  glass.  What 
followed  was  about  sixty  seconds  of  dead  air    says  Conway,  aftei  which  the 
man  just  said  "The  strangest  thing  has  happened.   .  ." 


-  3  - 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  April  2 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:     "Virus -Free  Strawberries "  with 
Boh  Eathbone  and  Austin  Goheen,  ARS;  "New  Ideas  in  Feeding  Poultry"  with 
Don  Wells  of  the  Rhode  Island  Extension  Service. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  5:15  to  5:30  p.m.  EST 
Features:    S.  T.  Raga,  deputy  director,  Ministry  of  Agri.  and  Food  of  India. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty  from  Washington.    Features:  "New  Wool 
Program"  with  Layne  Beaty  and  Frank  ImMasche,  Commodity  Stabilization  Service. 

From  Farm  to  Farm  by  Radio 

Old  timer  Bill  Shomette  has  moved  from  WOAI  to  KENS,  S^n  Antonio, • 
bought  a  farm  13  miles  from  town,  "raises  hogs,  chickens,  turkeys,  calves, 
and  cain",  and  talks  to  other  farmers  about  what  he  is  doing  between  5  and 
7  a.m.,  six  days  a  week,  right  from  the  farm,  where  he  has  the  necessary 
mikes,  turntables,  etc.  to  put  on  his  "Texas  Farm  and  Ranch  Hour"  (actually 

2  hours)  Others  who  hardly  have  to  leave  their  feather  beds  for 

their  early  morning  shows  include  Phil  Evans,  KMBC  Kansas  City;  and  Chuck 

Worcester,  WMT,  Cedar  Rapids  Marshall  Wells,  and  a  couple  of 

engineers,  WJR,  Detroit  take  the  old  busmobile  unit  to  Michigan  State 

College  every  Friday  to  record  sessions  with  specialists  Lieut.  Col. 

Allyn  A.  Walters  (an  REAer  on  active  duty  with  the  Air  Force)  reports  WOI-TV, 
Ames,  Iowa,  put  on  a  10-day  recruiting  campaign  for  the  Ground  Observer 
Corps,  which  resulted  in  1322  new  civilian  volunteers  as  aircraft  spotters. 

Rural  Electricity  by  Atom  Power 

REA  Administrator  Ancher  Nelsen  says:     "We  are  determined  that  REA 
co-ops  will  be  able  to  move  into  the  atomic  age  just  as  soon  as  it  makes 
economic  sense  to  do  so."    For  about  a  year,  REA  has  been  working  with  AEC 
watching  developments  that,  might  lead  to  lower  cost  of  power  for  farmers. 
It  is  now  perfecting  arrangements  for  a  small  staff  of  security -cleared 
REA  technicians  to  get  information  that  may  affect  the  REA  program  and 
rural  electric  systems. 

Not  only  that,  but  the  Seminole  Electric  Co-op,  Inc.  of  Madison, 
Florida,  of  which  five  REA-financed  distribution  co-ops  are  members,  has' 
already  received  AEC  approval  for  a  year's  study  to  determine  if  a  nuclear 
power  plant  can  be  developed  to  produce  electricity  cheaper  than  it  now 
costs  in  Florida.     It  will  also  try  to  find  out  if  small  10,000  kilowatt 
capacity  plants  would  be  suitable  for  use  in  the  systems  of  member  co-ops. 
Mr.  Nelsen  urges  farmers  to  prepare  for  atomic  power  in  three  ways:  Learn 
enough  about  the  facts  so  they  won't  be  sold  high-cost  white  elephants. 
Get  ready  to  act  when  the  right  time  comes.    Keep  up  with  research  in  rural 
electrification.    Earlier  this  winter,  the  REA  Administrator  offered  to  help 
any  system  wanting  to  get  information  about  atomic  energy  as  a  potential 
source  of  power.    Several  co-ope  have  shown  interest  in  applying  for  such 
information.  r  \" 
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Plenty  of  Pork  in  April 

Marketing  of  last  fall's  pig  crop  hits  its  peak  in  April.  The 
supply  this  year  is  veil  above  last  year.    That  means  plenty  of  pork  products 
for  consumers  at  reasonable  prices  -  with  probably  the  big  pitch  on  Easter 
hams.     Other  foods  plentiful  in  April  are  fresh  and  processed  oranges  and 
grapefruit,  canned  snap  beans ,  canned  sweet  corn,  beef,  milk  and  dairy 
products,  eggs^  rice,  fishery  products,  vegetable  fats  and  oilp,  lard, 
raisins  and  prunes. 

Trees,  Lawns,  and  Gardens 

"Tis  the  17th  of  April,  in  '55"  when  1+00,000  amateur  gardeners  in 
10,000  garden  clubs  in  U3  state  federations  will  start  National  Garden  Week. 
As  you  may  have  noticed,  some  of  the  early,  organized  and  unorganized,  shrub, 
and  lawn,  and  garden  folks  are  already  out  trying  to  beat  the  worms  to  the 
draw.    The  National  Council  of  State  Garden  Clubs  designated  April  17  to  23 
as  National  Garden  Week  to  arouse  the  rest  of  us  to  our  good  garden  intentions. 
Arbor  Day,  fathered  by  that  great  Nebraska  tree -planter  and  USDA  Secretary, 
J.  Sterling  Morton,  falls  during  that  week  and  we  go  along  with  the  idea. 

Radio  Ideas  for  Magazine  Followup 

On  its  daily  Texas  Farm  and  Home  Hcur.  Texas  Quality  Network,  A.  B. 
Kennerly .  ass't  editor  at  Texas  A  &  M,  does  a  monthly  commentary  and  report 
on  outstanding  and  noteworthy  articles  in  current  issues  of  the  farm 
magazines  which  serve  the  area.    A  writer  of  renown  himself,  A,  B.  summarizes 
some  of  the  selected  articles  giving  full  credit  to  the  magazine  and  the 
author,  and  tosses  in  a  few  pitches  encouraging  the  listener  to  get  further 
details  of  the  story  from  the  magazine.    Eadio  sells  ideas  and  inspires. 
Farm  magazines  remind  with  followup. 

You  may  Hear  More  from  these  Pests.1 

USDA's  Plant  Pest  Control  branch  reports  yellow  clover  aphids  very 
widespread  and  building  up  fast  in  alfalfa  and  clover  growing  areas  of  north- 
central  Texas,  also  Arizona,  and  very  abundant  in  south-central  Oklahoma. 
Some  severe  alfalfa  damage.   .  .  Army  worm  moths  are  plentiful  in  Miss.,  La., 
Ark. ,  and  Term.    How  bad  the  worms  develop  will  depend  on  weather  .   .  .  The 
Louisiana  boll  weevil  count  is  also  higher  than  normal.   .  .  The  entomologists 
estimate  that  in  958  counties  in  25  states  which  produced  90$  of  the  corn 
grown  last  year,  the  lose  of  grain  corn  from  European  corn  borers  in  "yk 
amounted  to  192,000,000  bushels,  or  about  7  percent  of  estimated  grain  crop 
of  area.    Value  of  grain  lost  $261,^1^,000. 


Enclosures : 

Agr'l  Outlook  Digest 
More  and  Better  Foods 
Cabbage  Insects 
Work  of  Forest  Bangers 

P.S.    Ken  Gapen  is  much  improved,  but  still  in  Arlington  Hospital. 


Sincerely,  , 

Layne  B^aty,  Chief  / 
Dadio  &  Television  Service 


